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OVERDOSE 
 

 

1. Carbon Monoxide 
➢ 100% oxygen 

2. Suspected opiate overdose with respiratory depression (shallow, slow respirations) 
➢ Apply oxygen with nonrebreather or BVM 
➢ Naloxone (Narcan), if available 

• Assemble prefilled syringe & mucosal atomizer device (MAD) 
• Place tip of MAD into nostril and briskly push the plunger forward 

administering 1 ml in each nostril (1mg/ml) 
• The effect of naloxone (Narcan) may be shorter than the effects of the 

opiate. Monitor closely for recurrence of respiratory depression. 
• Alternatively, may use prepackaged 4 mg nasal spray (if available) 
• Consider repeating dose in 5 to 10 minutes 

 
    Patients that receive naloxone (Narcan) may have rapid onset of withdrawal symptoms, 

including agitation, vomiting, and violent behavior. 
 
 
 
 

3. Suspected Opiate Overdose 

➢ If significant respiratory depression, naloxone (Narcan) up to 2 mg IV, IO, IM. 
▪ Begin at 0.5 mg for respiratory depression 
▪ Begin at 2 mg for cardiac arrest 

➢ Repeat until adequate respiratory effort. 
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