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CORONER’S INVESTIGATION 
 
Clinical Statement: This policy will set standards for charting, communications and the 
responsibilities of the medics and the supervisor when dealing with suspected or confirmed 
coroner’s cases. 
A CORONER’S CASE INVOLVES: 

➢ Homicide 
➢ Suicide 
➢ Accidental Death 
➢ Any death where there is a question whether the person died a natural death. 
➢ Any death involving trauma. 
➢ Any hospital inpatient who sustains a documented injury as a patient and subsequently 

expires. 
➢ Any person who dies while incarcerated. 
➢ Any child who expires unless an established chronic disease exists, and the child was 

under the care of a physician prior to death for that disease. 
➢ Coroner’s jurisdiction covers all Allen County cases as well as victims from outside the 

county or state that are transported to a local hospital. 
➢ Natural deaths where there is no family physician or a family physician refuses to sign a 

death certificate 
 
VIABILITY: 

➢ Use the DNR protocol to determine viability. 
➢ If the patient is not viable and is DAS, DO NOT disturb the patient or their environment. 
➢ If the scene is disturbed while attempting to determine viability or during patient care, 

remember exactly the patient’s relationship to a stationary object. 
 

CHARTING AND DOCUMENTATION: 
➢ Sign in/out of the scene as needed. 
➢ On a full chart, sketch the position of the body/bodies as they relate to a fixed object at 

the scene.  A window, pole, bush, etc. will suffice and stick drawings will be acceptable. 
➢ Narrative must describe the drawing in detail.  Include physical exam of the patient, how 

found, position, etc. 
➢ Contacting the coroner, provide the following information: 

• Name, address, date of death, date of birth, SS#, physical description, race, 
clothing, time of death, who pronounced death, location, next of kin (notified?), 
and funeral home. 

➢ Do not give out any copies of the chart. Copies will be requested through TRAA. 
 
 

**** REMEMBER, IF YOU MOVED THE VICTIM (DAS) OR TRANSPORTED (VIABLE), YOUR 
CHART MAY BE THE ONLY RECORD OF THEIR POSITION. EVERY DETAIL YOU CAN 

REMEMBER IS CRUCIAL. **** 
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